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 POETRY.

From ‘The Gift' for 1842,
Snow.

BY MRS. BIGOURNEY.

How quietly the snow comes down,
When all are fast asleep,

And plays a thousand fairy pranks
O’er vale and mountain steep.

How cunningly it tinds its way
To every cranny small,

And creeps through even the slightest chink

In window, or in wall.

To every noteless hill it brings
A fairer, purer crest
Than the rich ermine robe that decks
The haughtiest monarch’s breast.
To every reaching spray it gives
Whate'er its hand can hold—
A beauteous thing the snow is,
To all, both young and old.

The waking day, through curtaining haze,
Looks forth, with sore surprise,

To view what changes have been wrought
Since last she_shut her eyes;

And a pleasant thing it is to see
The cottage children peep

From“out the drift, that to their eaves
Proloags its rampart deep.

The patient farmer searches
His buried lambs to find,
And dig his silly poultry out,
Who clamor in the wind;
How sturdily he cuts his way,
Though wild blasts beat him back,
And caters for his waiting berd
Who shiver round the stack.

Right welcome are those feathery flakes
To the ruddy urchind’ eve,

As down the leng, smooth hill they coast,
With shout and revelry,

Or when the moonlight, clear &nd cold,

| Calls out their throng to,play—

OL! a merry gift the snow 18

For a Christmas holiday.

The city mias, who, wrapp'd in far,
Is lifted to the sleigh,
And borne so daintily to school
Along the crowded way,
Feels not within her pallid cheek
The rich blood mantling warin.
Like her who, laughing, Shikes 1l - ‘W
From powdered tigss =il for

A tasteful hand the'snow hath—
For on the storied pane

I saw its Alpine landscapes trac:
With arch and sculptored

Where high o'er hoary-healed ci.i”
‘The dizzy Simplon wound,

And cid catiedralsreactod their towers

With Gotoic tracery bound

1 think 1t hath a tender Lieart,
For I marked it while it crept

To spread a sheltering mantle where
The infaut blossom slept.

It doth to Earth 2 deed of love—
Though in a wintry way:

And her turf-gown will be greener
For the snow that’s fallen to-day.

Hartford, Conn.

To sy Swectheart,
Your 1}{;5.’ Low !g:!t:ltiu;ﬂ‘.‘ thev pout
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They're luscious as wild clierrios—
Red as a Turkev Gobbler's snout,

And sweet as Huckleoerries!
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e following report of a case recemly tried | played, an was again successlul: and in shor, | may feel themselves secure—hey may believe

.

Lefore the Crimnzl Court of St Lows, is full | T continud 10 play for amusement, watil I had | that they cun stop when they please; but let
et pariicularly the re-] acquired i thirst for gambling,

of interest. f'o yvounz
ilTiJli addressps fsell wih .'r'-f.'..: v force annl
direciness, and it 1= for their benell thal we re-
1-..'-;1.1 tb!’!mgu OUr COlUMnS 1he voice ¢l warning
which it unters:

ST. LOULS CRIMINAL COURT.

] o jrennant.

State ¢ indicrarent for pass-
Ve _ , i
A‘U.',"HJ!U.\' . fru,‘!',’..s
‘I'he defendant in this case wor. probably
vaventy-eight years of age, Lut wor
ambe of at least thirty-fve  1lv

pnceé bpgu A !.IIIC ]ﬂ'*-nl"t g:;i-‘....‘ ’ ;
ymething over six feel, and lis sirongly muiked
»

‘ ;ea.'urcs al

d prgninent forehead gave evidence

the yvear, Two dollars and a half. Those Who reoeive hen
No papers discontinued until sl arrearages wre pand, exeent |

s is usunl) and a day was set lsriheir trial.
for every subsequent insertion ; larger ones i moporion. A Z ]
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ol more than ordinary mntellect. But you could
clearly discover that he had become a prey 1o
| ihe monster imemperance—the murk of the
‘beast ooy stamped upon his countenance, which
(geve ron vieid and unnatural glare.  He was
Cplaced 1 the box, with others who were 10 be
arrigned upan the indictments preferred against
. All the others bed plead hot guilly, (as
) The
| defendant wus told 1o stand up, and the elerk
read 10 bnn the Indicimeny which charged him
wiih having, oo the 10tk day of Augusi, passed
{10 oue Patrick Gneal, a founter{eii bill purport-
Ling 10 be issued by the 2d Municipaluy of the
| city of Néw Orleans, for the sum of three dol-
lars; and upoen being @sked the question, guilty
or not guilly ? he reﬂiad, ‘ guilly—guily "—
| Then, wrning 1o the kourt, he remarked that,
‘as this was the last fme he ever expected 10
'appeat in court, he would be glad il he could
;{m allowed 10 make'glew remarks.  The Judge
tald him 10 proceed Afier a pause, in which

LHeI.

‘he was evidently e¢deavoring to calm his fBCI-]mosl reduced 1o want, (for | had left off busi- the Indian fig-tree as \ ;
'ness) [ received a leiter informing me of the | awaited the result of what he saw. Without

[ May it please lli': Court—In the remarks 1 death of my father—that father that watched | the convulsive trembling which agitated his |

'shall make I will pot aitempt to extenuaie my | over my early years—who loved ne so tender- body, any one would have believed that he w

|ings, he proceededas foilows:

passing sentence ypon me. I know that [ have

crime or ask at ypur hands any sympathy in |lv.

STROUDSBURQ. MONROE COUNTY, PA, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1841.

[ played with success; and when we left the
House, was more than two hundred dollars
winner.- None of my companions had been
lortunate and it was insisied that I was the
lueky man, and that I must treat.

deeply intoxicated. With me 1t was the first
0y ’

iime, and 1he next day | resolved that 1 would
never play cards geain. | adhered to the de-

_\"iL:dt‘ri to the ertreaties of my dissicated asso-
Claies, : ‘

[ now played with varied success, and in all
cases found an excuse [ur resorting to the wine
bottle. If I losy, | drank 1o drown sorrow; if |
won | treated my good tortune. Thus | pro-
gressed upon my downward course, untit drink-
ing and gambling became my chief employ-
ments. . All my [riends who were worth pre-
serving, abanduned me, until my only associ-
ates were drunkards and gamblers, when al-

‘or dwell upon tfe bitter present, for my own | $500, a parnt of my peor father’s hard earnings,

sake. A wish tdo good for vihers is my on-
ly motive. _

I shall, with he indulgence of the court, give
a briel narrative of my life, with a hope that

‘those young mn around me may take warning all limes be witnessed at any el the 1wo hun-

by it, and avol the rock upon which [ have
split. | was rn of respeciable parents, in the
Siate of New Jersey, and during my childhood,
‘received every aitention that foud parents could
'bestow uponian ouly son. It was early dis-
covered that Jhad a fondaess for buoks and my
father, althowh in limited circumsiances, de-
termined to gve me a hiberal education. | was
sent 10 a high schoel in the neighborhood, and
'such was my progress, that at twelve years of |
‘age, my preceptor declared me qualilied for |
college, and I accordingly entered ene of the
‘oldest universities of the couniry. Here I dis-
tinguised mysell that, at sixteen, 1 graduated
with the second honorsef the instituiion, and
returned home with the brilliant prospect of
| success that lay before me. [ sowa alter com-
menced the siudy ol th! law, and when enly
{in my twentieth ycar,}l obtained license 1o
| practice.

Acting upon the adJce of friends, 1 deter-
'mined 10 try my forune in the west. | ac-
| cordingly arranged my pfiairs for departure ear-
|ly in the fall of 1833] I will not detain you

with an account of myseparaiion from those ||

' held most dear—suflig it 16 say, that [ receiv-
‘ed the blessings of uf parents, and in return,
| promised faithlully aad hoaestly 1o avoid all bad
| company, as well as heir vices.  Ilad | kept
|my promise | shoull bave been saved ihis
{ shanie, and been (reefrom the load of guilt that
hangs around me chtinually, like a fiendish
vuliure, 1hreatening o drag me 10 justice, for
“s us yei unrepaled.  Bui, 10 rewrn, [

~ . ly home where all had been sun-

re mypathway had been sirewed

} iy il

2 0 -zia i buffenng the siorms
- sis ol thy world  With a Light heant

warg § Lie julore; and L ;'\.;'-l_' fi.l |

oposed lor amuse-
My Wil Hiiisold :-ll':]‘il“l"b it
| avoid such iuingy sull L argued 10 mysell, 1here
| was no hurm 1 daying a game for amusenvent. |
."n'curd'mgl.v,i joiued the party, and we ket |

up the amusemdit most of the way down. Al
ter we lell Cininnati, it was propused 10 bet a |
(bit at a gamegnerely, as it was said, to make
it interesting.] My first impression was 1o
Jeave the tably but I was told that it wus only
a bit—-rhat | jould not lose more than one or
two dollare, ['This argument prevailed, for 1|
lacked moraltourage to do what was right. ] |
| feared my carpanions would say | was stingy |
tof a litle ey,  Influenced by these i'eri-l'
ings, | Ph'\}!: and, as the fates would hdve i,
I won.  Bére we reached Louisville, we had |
twice doulpd the siake, and | found my Incki
~enabled mdo pay my passage out ol my win-|
‘nings.  luwas the fhst time ever 1 had bet |
{ money, and iy success ruined me. Again |

i ,1.._.;1 l. ilu'-.l E-.

1 seuled ina

thriving dlage in Tennessee, and commenced |
tue pracipe of my profession under fluttering
and my first appearance in @ criminal |
highly complimented, and 1 soon be-
wwi (hroughout the circurt. ‘Things
thus for more than a year, and | be-
lieved fiysell fairly on the road w fame and
fortunf 1 occasionally played cards; but |
consold mysell’ with the idea that L only played
with gntlemen for amusement.

{ dusprees
court w
came
wenl «

Od night 1 accompanied some young men
|15 w pinbling shop, and for the first time in my
e, [saw 2 Faro Bank. My companions com-
,,,L,_Jm! beuting, and I was induced 10 join them,
a!:]fr'.:gh I did not understand the game, Again

| less.

JOTIue Ginong sirangers, |
. : . : Sotad:
tof some dram shop, for which | was pad 1o

I drowned my griel that night in Bacchanalian
revel, and 1n a few days | was again penny-
I will not dwell upon the every day
scenes ol my lile, which were such as may 4

dred dram shops of your city, where wretched
men squander the liute plitance that justly be-
longs 1o their suffering wives and children.
But, 1o pass on.
have been a drunken, wandering outeast.  Six
inonths ago | receved a letier from my dear
mether, enclosing $100, and informing me that
she was [ast sinkiug with disease, and entreat-
ing with all a mother’s feeling, 1o come home
and see her belure she died.  Foratime [ lelt
the appeal, and resolved to comply with her re-
quest; and accordingly 100k passage on a steam-
boat for that purpose.  For two days 1 refrain-
ed (rom liquor: but my thirst became insupport-
able—at lengih my appetiie gverpowered my
bevler (welings, and 1 approaciied the bar and
demanded the hquid fire. 1 was soon imtoxi-
cated, when | ihadly sought the gambler’s table;
and befure the boat reached Louisville, T was
stripped of every cent.  Thus all hopes of sce-
ing my dying mother were cut off, 1 remained
at Loutsville, several weeks: in which time 1
learned that my mother had died, and that ber

And did I act as an affeciionate child! No.
Vice had destroyed the human feelings of my

violated ihe laws pf my couniry, and justly de- | heart, and lelt only the animal passions and ap- ' ¢
| serve punishment nor would I recall the past,  petites; as ihe letter contained % check for| 8ions.

For neaily three years 1 , Serp _
' Whoever has seen its littleness, and exain- |

poxestT —Jelflerson

{ [Transiated from the Spanish.]
The Yellow Serpent---Discovery of
the Guace Plant.

One hundred and filly years since, a mulatio

| tic Ocean,
! Wandering by chance many days in those

 beak on his plumes, and, causing the dir 1o re-
scund with a shout of joy, directed lus thglt
'towmd—the South.

It was a beauuful morning in avtumn; the

|

We accord- | Slave followed the current of the Orinoco, in|people hurried with much confusion o the pub-
ingly repaired to my roonmi, where I ordered the vicinity of Guyana, and not far, from the|ic square. This was arranged 1 the same
wine, and belore we broke up we were all | placu where that river empiles nto the Atlen- manner that we see ours to-dav 21 the bull-bait-

{ings, the muliitude occopied all the steps and
'seats, and a military baad execuwed popular

| - . + | . .
Eh"‘ regions, the slave traveled with the uneasi- | music before what nmight be called the steps of

eves he might rest his foot, when least ex-
pected, on the scaly body of a serpent. He ex-
Camined with much eare every tree; each thick-
et ol brinubles appeared to him as wmany shel-
ters for wild beusts, where enemies, the color

tol which niusht be confounded with the foliuge,' mulatto slave of the Orinoco.

[ lay in ambush.
| Suddenly he paused: he cast himself upon

' the ground, and pressed the earth even to the!
Without motion, relying on |

Joints of his fimbs.
the only defence, he

dead.

He had just seen the most terrible of all the
serpents, whose race is yet found in those re-
It was not certzinly a menstrous animal
—one of those colossal repules which, when

sleeping on the banks of a river, or in the dense |
woods, presents 10 ihe traveler the aspect of the |
trunk ol a tree, thrown te the ground by a tem-

est.
| Neither did it possess the gigantic propor-
tions which the Eufopean people so much ad-
mire wisen they contemplate the skins stuifed
' with straw of some of the kings of Olio.
It was the Yellow Serpent.

ined its thin body, could not believe that so
weak a reptile could kill a pariridge, alithough
its bite will kill a man iu such a manner that,
the wound being made, death ensues in less
than three minutes,
' The slave knew it and trembled.
His immobility was complete. Forthe whoie
' American empire he would not have dured to
raise his eves. [le would have given ten
years of his life to have (ound himsell far from
such a frightful enemy. Neither did the ser-
pent move. Haised up in his ceil he overlook-
ced the grass of the savapuah, with kis head
deited with spots of the color of ochre, of yel-
low and orange; his eves, like velvet, and blue

as the clouds of that region, sparkled and ap- |

peared to emit sparkles of fire like a brlliant
stone. [le breathed the air with volupiuous-

!

termingtion lor nearly thres momihs, when || 1ess and eaution of a man who, 1n the midst of (he Governor.
savannabs abounding in poisonous reptiles, be-

The Governor did not cause them 1o wait
long. A prelound silence reigned. A man
|approached a line, the centre of the square,
pushing with his Lands a cask, which he rolled
[to the same place. T'his man also carried on
his left shoulder 1 portmanteau. He was the
He saluwed the
people, opened the sack Jand took out a Colubar.
| It was an innocent reptile, a [riend ol the
birds, and frequently met with in the walks and
yards. 'The people began 10 hiss, and it was
‘only after much trouble that order was re-es-
tablished. The slave threw away the Colubur
with disdain, and made a gesture that he would
explain the eircumsiance,

“'T'his is an intrusive reptile, and was here
without my knowledge.”
| He turned 1o open his porimanteau, and drew
out a black serpent, whose bite occasions cruel
peins, without causing death. 'The public ex-
pected something more: they were not disap-
pointed.

T'he slave bared his left arm, and drew 10 1t
‘the head of the serpemt, which immediately
caused the bioed 1o tlow.

The slave placed the manteau which was
full of leaves, upen the ground. He ate some
of the leaves, and set himsell about cominuing
liis exposition.

Very soon the slave raised above his head a
viper, the sight of which astounded the mulii-
tude. The bite of that reprile causes a siow
death, but mmeviiable. 'The slave execited 1ts
rage by pressing its neck with his finger; he
'applied it to his right arn, dnd showed 1o the
spectators (wo deep wounds,

He yet lacked the principal, the last proof.
He made a sign to the people, end they re-
strained their applause. .

In that moment the mulatto had arrived at
the height ef his exuliation. The humble and
despised slave had just elevated himself by the
force of energy aud boldness, 10 a point to which
no man had dared; and by that act gained the
ascendency over that numerous people, who
contemplated bis looks with religious silence.
| But the admiration was complete when that
'man exposed 1o the sight of his spectators the

last breath was spent in prayer for her wretch- Ness, and offered, little by litile, every part of | terrible yellow serpent ol the coast ef Orinoco.

ed chiid.

From Louisville [ shipped on board the
steamer Brazil, as a deck hand, and came to
this place, where I was discharged for drunken-

ness.  Let every young man refiect upon 1
picture. I, who bad moved in the first circles

of society—had been the guest of distinguished
public men, and a
our country —was row turned off as unfit for
deck hand on a steamboat! yet mtemperance
had dene this much.

[ loitered about the city for several weeks and
was sometimes t::l;;a;;ud-in posiing up the books

the hquid fire, kept {or thie accommodation ol
I 'l

customers. Oae evening [ lell 1n company

’ issing cCollmteriedl ..1--::-'} We i!;':.'c.'tl
. 1 | 1 .
1 Nert o i Ythe 10ra C(LoNar hull
" g [ ] i
b (uesiion hie next duy ! ledrned that N
Wis culn f‘l.'-:'.', and did nwt oiler o poess it fur

several days.  Dutat Just | got out of all em-
{5 -
plovinent,

meel with no one who would v tte e to driak,

My appeiite wus ke 4 raging lire Within me. |

[ could not endure n. I sought a dram shop—
offered the bill—it was aceepted; and when |
found, a few Lours after, by the vilicers ol jus-|
tice, | was beastly drunk.

‘I'he evidence of guilt was conclusive; and
before my brain was cleared ol the intoxicating |
fumes, | was lodged i jail 10 awuit my trial, 1|
am now done, 1 lave not detained the Court
with any hope or wish that clemency would be
extended to my case. But with a hope that
my example may be a warning to other young
men—ithat those who hear me may, when ask-
ed to play a soctal game of cards or drink a so-
cial glass, think of my faie aud relrain.  They

them remember that | argued thus unnl 1 was
lost, [Here the defenlant sunk down and ap-
peared to be very much afiected; and for a few |
moments’ silenee reigned tiroughout the Count
House.}

At length the Judge, who is as much distin-
guished for the qualities of his heart as he is
for learning as a Judge, proceeded in a briel
but appropriale mapuner to puss seplence on the
defendant, putting lis pumsiunent m the Peni-
tentizry down to the shortest time ailowed by
law,

Quills are thinas that are sometimes taken

L which shook with force.

in who has lately been ]L:-I'_',l_‘..l. In j:.lll'

I hud neo other money—1 could)

jecture, and believed himself to be in a dream.

fruin the pinions of dne goese, to spread abroad
the o-pintedd of auother,

Lis body to the burping rays ol the sun.

For a man ignorant of the danger 10 stop in
the proximity of this reptile, it would be a real
pleasure to contemplate its delicateness, the

his | cxpression of its eyes, and the grace of its

movements. The serpent did not delay long
in beginning to leap, drawing in the air rapid

{avarite amone the literati of | circles, producing a weak sound like silk com- |
a ing in contact with a wall. The slave trem- | ke whole square.

bled more and mare, when he heard a strange
noise which he believed came {rom the grass,
I1is imagination pre-
scuted an entire [amily of serpents, ready to
cas! themselves upon him.
to enlarge his sight.

tible conlest with a bird!

Feur obliged him|
What was his astenish- | lived.
ment on seeine that the serpent sustained a ter-|

S ] ‘

'He held the reptile by the back of 1is head in
such a manner that it could not woand him, un-
til he was convinced that the people had recog-
nized its nature. e exposed his breast, first
swallowing some of the leaves in the portman-

‘wau; he irritated the reptile which became fu-

‘rivus, and bit him immediately cver his heart.

A general shout of horror resounded through

| The slave smothered the serpent between
' his hands, and tranquilly went to seat himself
upon a stene. ]

| 'I'be exhibition was concluded.

One hour passed—iwo Lours—and the slave

They then ashed him his secret, and he

lle then knew that| pointed 1o the portmantesu: they wished 1o

his life was not threatened, and blessed Ileav- : know in what manner Lie made the diSCDFCI‘y,
en, in the sequel disposing him to flee : when, | and then he opened the cask by the same side,
seeing that the reptile had lost the gmreater pant | and drew out a black serpent, and from the

of its vigor, lie wished to be present at the end

ol

detained him.
I'he combat comtinued with ferocity.
:

sl

The
hird ke
and wounded the serpent deeply with his point-

- S
i i--'.:T\

'he serpent, being much exasperated, drag- 1‘

ged iiself thirough the grass, and divided the air|
in all direciions, appealing 10 its whole force |
and cunning, threwing himsell toward the river,
te avoid the blows of his enemy. Butthe bird |
followed him in the air without stopping between |
the prass, to the brink of the river, and attack-!
ed liim each time with renewed rage. '

Ouly now and then the bird granted the ser-|
pent a kind of truce. It left the place of com-|
bat covered with blood, and flew with mpiduy’
1o a shrub near by. He picked some ol the |
leaves, and swallowed with haste some [ri:-m-s'
ol bark of the same tree, and returned 1w the
atiack with the greatest conrage,

I'he slave observed all, and could net con-
ceive bow it was that the serpent was almost
dead, and the bird [ull of life in spite of having
his body covered with wounds. He asked him-
sell what epecies of bird was venomous enough
to kill the yellow serpent: he was lost in con-

No doubt remained : the serpent lay without |
motion, being dead, 'The bird also was cast
down—his wings hung down, and his respira-
tion was painful; he made an effort, flew 1oward
the shrub, eat some of the leaves with singular
voracity, shook his wings and returned 10 the
ficld of baule; Le rested a short time on the

| dewd Lody of the serpent, cleaning his blcod}'[

|
\

1

' |

that strange combat. |

1 . N W 1. 0 ang . Y L » -
{l1s post was not now dGangerous, ana curi-| peor mulatto learned 10 explain at the risly of

other side a bird whose wings were shortened.
I'he people witnessed a combat which the

ins life, in the savannahs of Guayana. ‘The
bird killed the scrpent, and finished by consu-

ptoin constant motien Lis sharp talons, | ming the leaves in the portmanteau.

Awerica, (rom that 1ime, Las one scourge [2ss
i its vast plains and interminable woods.

‘The Governor approached the slave, and de-
clared him free, in the name of the people, con-
ceding the title of citizen, and assigning him an
annual rent of $5,000, and gave the shrub,
whose miraculous powers he had first wiiness-
ed, the nae of the bird which had revealed it
to the world—calling 1t Guaco.

The Jeal of the Guaco figures 1athis day on
all the tables of that country,

Many naturalists inoculate tbemselves with
this marvelous antidote, the orly means of pre-
serving themselves from the bites of the terri-
ble reptiles which infest tuat part of America.

[Cincinnati Republican.

Tie Way 1o make Woon o Farragst. —
A neighbor ol ours informs us that wood g
further when left out of doors than when weil
housed; sarue of his having gone upwards of &
quartes ol a mile in one night.

A book appeared in Londen some years
since, without title-page, designation, or prin-
ter's name, consisting entirely of a list of men
noterious about town for running in debt and
not paying; or as the phrase among them is, no
caring whe suffers. [t contains 4,000 of such
names, greatly 1o the aunoyance of many, why
were thus, perhaps shamed into Lonesty,

-
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